than Hall of Famer Michael Joseph Piazza.
Gangone, the IABF’s Vice-President marvels
at how quickly the organization has grown
since then. “It's been a lot of hard work,
but it's also incredibly rewarding. The more
people we talked to, the more we reached
out, we realized how proud people were to
talk about their Italian-American heritage...
and also their passion for the game of
baseball.”

This year in particular, with the mid-season
arrival of Anthony Rizzo and Joey Gallo to
the Bronx Bombers, the celebration of culture
was brought to the forefront. “It was great
seeing those ltalian flags in the Stadium,”
recalls Gangone with a smile. “It was great
seeing that pride on display.”

“You could feel the excitement that these

two ltalian-Americans were coming to the

Yankees, they made the front pages,” adds
Quagliano. “There was a
vibe that we hadn’t seen
in a long, long time. That
tells you how much ltalian-
Americans love baseball.
The vibe with Italian-
Americans is still strong.”

The ongoing conversation

about pride in one’s

heritage is one of the

things IABF Director Chris

Vaccaro appreciates

most about the work the
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(far right) have been carrying the banner for the|ltalian people who Wapt to bridge this
Amerigcan Baseball Foundation since 2016, but perhaps never cultural gap with sports, who

more proudly than they and their team did on Columbus Day! love being Italian-American.

Each of those conversations,
each of those moments to
grow, is what makes me proud.”

“We also have a group of major league
ballplayers who are involved with us and
help us every time we ask: John Franco and
Bobby Valentine, Lee Mazzilli, Joe Maddon,
Joe Girardi. No one has said no to us,
everyone jumps at the opportunity to try and
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help. It's just been phenomenal.” “Everybody
wants to celebrate the culture and heritage
that we all share and love,” adds Vaccaro.

And while celebrating Italian-American
heritage is a significant aspect of the
organization’s outreach, the stated mission,
as Quagliano reminds us, “has always
been about youth and education... through
baseball and softball.”

For example, the IABF spearheads camps
and clinics such as the recent partnership
with Long Island Baseball this past July that
Catalanotto (now Hofstra’s head coach)
helped host, along with Mike Pagliarulo and
Chris Colabello.

In another nod to youth, this year’s gala will
feature the organization’s first “Future Stars”
awards, recognizing YANKEES prospect
Anthony Volpe, the up and coming 2B from
New Jersey.

And perhaps most impressively, this year the
IABF will be awarding college scholarships to
three well-deserving recipients. “It's a great
honor for us to see that our money is going
to help educate kids,” says Quagliano, “and
they're going to be playing baseball and
softball. We’re very proud of this scholarship




